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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The first edition of the folloiring little work was 
published at Boston, United States, in the year 
1817, and has been long out of print. On arriving 
in this country, I was gratified at finding copies in 
the libraries of several English Newchurchmen, one 
of whom was the late Mr. Noble. The name of 
the author was not, however, generally known, as 
it was not afi^ed to the original edition. A pos- 
sessor of one of the copies, a Minister of the Chm-ch, 
on learning that the work was by my mother, 
warmly urged me to re-pubUsh it. The idea had pre- 
viously occurred to myself, but was much sti-ength- 
ened by a recommendation firom such a quarter. 
I felt, moreover, in a manner, constrained by a 
sense of filial duty, to undertake itj and I may 
fi-ankly add, that, after a careful perusal of the 
work in my mature years, its intrinsic value seemed 
to me a sufficient reason for its re-pubUcation. It 
is not, perhaps, becoming in «. wnx Vi s^fisfclt \»i«i 
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strongly in this regai-d; yet, ■when, in paxticular, the 
period of its publication is considered, it will, I 
think, be pronounced a work of more than ordinary 
literary merit. At that time, few, comparatively, 
of the collateral works of the Church had been 
published. Mr. Noble's "Appeal" and other excellent 
works had not yet appeared; and, in America, so 
far as I am aware, nothing whatever of the kind 
had been written. So that this little work stands 
among the very beginnings of New Church litera- 
ture, and from that circumstance alone possesses a 
certain value, which will be enhanced with the 
progress of time. It may be added, that the &ct 
of a work of this philosophical and abstract cha- 
racter being written by a lady, is a circumstance 
which tends also to invest it with more than a 
common interest. The attempt itself at the pro- 
duction of such a work, is proof of a high degree of 
elevation of intellect and power of abstract thought ; 
and if the execution of the plan be not found com- 
mensurate with its conception, the writer has herself 
furnished the apology. Near the close of the work, 
she has the following remark : — " In mankind, the 
particular receptacle for the light of divine truth is 
the understanding, and that for the heat of divine 
love is the will ; so, the male is formed to excel 
Mb partner in the department of the understanding, 
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and consequent reception of divine wisdom; and 
the female to be distinguished by the predominance 
of the love of wisdom as existing in the male. Thus, 
if the writer has herein given but an obscure and 
very imperfect sketch of the philosophical princi- 
ples, which form the basis of a glorious system of 
divine truth, — ^it is, that its heavenly image has 
been received in the vxt/mUk of the hea/rt rather than 
in the light of the understanding ; and that, to be 
fully illustrated, it must be transfused from the 
feminine heart into the masculine understanding, 
thence to be made manifest in the Hght of true 
■wisdom." 

In the present edition, a slight change has been 
made in the arrangement of the Chapters, — what 
were originally a "Preface" and an "Introduction" 
being taken into the body of the work, and headed 
Chapters I. and II. With these exceptions, and an 
occasional verbal correction, the work remains as 
originally published. 

O. P. H. 

Ot.Asoow, iVovemW i, 1856. 
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Mrs. Maboahet Huxer Presuott was a danglittr 
of Major Joseph Hilli^Tj, of Balem, Maeaachuaetta. 
The family (sime oriipnally from the towTi of 
Watibrtl in Heitfordsliire, England, wLeoce an 
ancestor, Joaeph Hiller, emigrated to America, iu 
the year 1677, and settleil at BL'stoB, The father 
^ of tlie subject of this sketch removed, early in life, 
B to Balem, where he married Mai^diet Cleveland. 
Six chUdreE were "bom to them, five daughters and 

I a aon : -Mar^ret was the third child. 
She was borQ in July, 1775, in the State of Con- 
necticut, whithet her mother iMid retired from the 
fia^ngera of the Revolutionary "War, then jiist com- 
mencing. 
From hei' cai'liest chiltUiootl, Mra. Prescott was 
^ remarkabla for her feelings of piety and habits of 
H d&votioTi. She would go alone through storaiB t<t 
" clnir«>h on the Sabbath, rather tfian mias the services 
of public worahijK She waa equally regiilai- and 
eameet in her private dfivotloua^ ^^Via ^^J^^«Ss^ 
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passages of a communication from her youngest 
sister, written in answer to a letter of inquiry, state 
this fact in artless yet glowing terms, mentioning at 
the same time other particulars, which set forth in 
a striking manner Mrs. Prescott's early spiritual- 
mindedneas and moral elevation of character : 

" You will remember," remarks the writer, " that 
I was the youngest of the six children, and that 
there were two between your mother and myself, so 
that of her young .life I really know nothing but 
that she was ever pure-minded, warm-hearted, and 
pecuharly and steadily religious,-^ — as my mother 
often expressed it, 'sanctified from her birth.' She 
was a strict disciplinarian over her own heart, ajad 
tenderly active and interested in training her little 
sister Lucy [the writer] to the difficult and almosb 
hopeless task of self-control and aelf-improvement. 
Her habits of private devotion, so strict and cease- 
less, deeply impressed my young mind. I remember 
well, that a little unfinished shapeless room, in the 
attic, was taken into her possession, rubbish removed 
into one comer, and in the other she had fixed a 
cushioned chair covered with a blanket, and a 
kiieeling-atool before it. To this, in the coldest 
season, she would daily resort ; and, covered with 
the blanket, she would enjoy an hour of sacred 
devotion, reading and prayer. 
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" When I was about a dozen years old, alttougli 
in the aame iknuly and hoiifie, we kept tip a tegular 
correspoudcnce, fcr a Inog period. Her letters would 
Imve made a vohmie : — she, ecrHtiiiizing, watcking, 
commending or repi^oving my daily ILfe, my wrong 
or right feeling, my vtetoriea or aubmiaaiou when 
aasftiled by temptation, ftill of eameat exliortation and 
tenderest love : — I, drinking in inatructiop^, stimu- 
lated to effort, or aorrowing over the delinquenraes 
and wnnd^riugfi she ao faithfully pointed out, and 
glowing with devout gratitude for any deserved 
pr&iBe. To her latest days, a peculiar tenderness 
for her pupil continued to glow, and was often ax- 
prusHcd with eanif^t feeling." 

H.iw does thia ai-tlcss picture of my mother's early 
hubits of devotion, bring to my mind what I have 
oftnu uiywelf -witnessed when a ohiid ! When in 
health, she wae the earliest riser of tho family ^ 
and <jftt;n,wheu I came down in the momiug, would 
_X find lier. as I ojiened the parlour door, kneuling 
fore the fire, with the large Bible on the chair in 
front of ber, And when she aaw me, ahu would call 
tot! to her and hid me kneel down by hei" side, 
Wlmt mere teaching, what mere precepte, could 
have erver mad^ ujkid my young heart euuh an im- 
|ifreaainn^ aa did this example of devotion ! 

But I have antidpated. About the time oC \«mc 
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arriTing at womanliDDd, a circutoBtance occurred 
which had the deepest influence on Mra. Preswott's 
whole after-life ; that oircumstaiice was her eoniing 
to tho knowledge of the Doctrinea of the New 
Church. It happtmed in the following manner. 
Hep father, Major Hill«r, after serving in the War 
of Independence, had been appointed hy President 
Waflhington to the offloe of Collector of customa for 
the jiiort of Snleni, wliich office he coutiimed to hold 
for many years. He "was a man of sterhng upright- 
nras and integrity of character, and also very 
religiously disposed. But, though a member of the 
Episcopal church, his mind had neTer been ^tisfied 
in regard to points of doctrine, and particnlarlj in 
reference to the Doctrine of ths Trinity, How 
there could be three Persons and ODe Gotl, he coultl 
never eatiafactorily disMrnj and he longed for light 
upon thia point. The light was on its way for him. 
One Sabbath evening, Galling in, aa voa his wont, 
to visit his pastor, — the minister exclaimed, aa he 
opened the Htudy door, " Ha ! Major HiUer, I have 
a treat for you here. Here is a man who pretends 
to give a fnll description of the next world, heaven 
and hell. Would you lite to I'ead the hookV My 
grandfather, surpmed at the miuisfcer'a eixelama- 
tion, and struck with the title of the boot produced, 
expressed a curiosity to read it. " O, you aie <^uite 
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welcome to it,'' said the other, " I have Lad enough 
of it." Accordingly, he took the book hom«, iinxionfl 
to see what the wi-iter had to say on ao re-nmi'kiLble 
A auhject- 

The work was SweilenlKDrg's " Treatise on Heavett 
and HelL" He, in company with Mrs. HiUer, who 
vra^ a. true partner to him, and who hiid suffbred 
doubts similar tu his own, immediately commencad 
the pornfial of tho volmne. Before they h^d read it 
half tlirough, they wero aatiafied that it contained 
tmth and iJie. truth. Major Hiller at once procured 
from England more of Sw^edenborg'a works, and 
became an earnest receiver of the New Church. 
Doctrines. This was, it ia believed, about the year 
1796 cjr 1797. 

Som.e of the younger membera of the faudly now 
commenced reading ; and Margaret, with one of her 
sisters, ardently embraced the new truths. In her 
mind this heavenly seed found a congenial aoiL Her 
early habits of devotion and Rn mm uni on with her 
Heavenly Father had fully prepared her aplrit for 
the reception of the New Chiircli Doctrine of tJie 
Lord, whith, in the One Person of Jesus, bi'ings the 
Divine Ctbjoet of worship ao near to the mind ; while 
her loDgl coutjnued coutse of fidf-esamination and 
strict «el»'- watch fulness, and combat witli her own 
t, h&i\ made it easy for lier to acce^^tavLA.x-^fc'w* 
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her bosom the pure Doctrine of Life, which inculcates 
the necessity of self-combat and self-conquest, as 
the great means of preparation for heaven. Her 
habitual study, too, of the Holy Scriptures, her 
longing to understand their full meaning, her know- 
ledge of their difficulties, rendered most welcome 
and delightful to her that opening of the internal 
sense, which is able to remove all the obscurities of 
the letter, and to cause the whole Word to shine 
with a heavenly light. And finally, her habits of 
pious meditation and spiritual contemplation, her 
firequent lookings upward and inward towards the 
heavenly world, her longings to know the nature of 
that state which the Good Creator had provided for 
man's eternal home, — made her eager to understand 
and quick to perceive the rational beauty of Uiose 
clear and full revelations concerning the spiritual 
world, which the Lord, at this His Second Coming, 
has vouchsafed to mankind. In this gre«t treasury 
of spiritual truths, a new life-study seemed opened 
to her; and she hastened, with all the ardor of an 
enthusiastic nature, to devote herself to the investi- 
gation. She saw that the Lord had thrown a new 
and bright light upon the path of her life,,'and she 
went forward rejoicing in its rays; and th/ough she 
well knew that many needful crosses and kriala yet 
awaited her, in the pi-ocess of her regene^^on, yet 
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she felt that the Comforter had now come, which 
"would sustain her through them all. 

It was a few yeara afber this important event 
in her life, that she became acquainted with Mr. 
S. Jackson Prescott, her future husband. He 
was the younger son of Dr. Oliver Prescott, an 
eminent physician of Groton, Massachusetts, — 
brother to Colonel William Prescott, the brave 
commander of the American troops at the battle 
of Bunker's Hill.* Mr. Prescott, after graduating 
■with distinction at Harvard University, had pre- 
pared himself for the profession of the law; but 
being unable, through a defect in his hearing, to 
pursue the practice, he turned his attention to 
mercantile pursuits, in which he became very suc- 
cesafiU. 

They were manied in the year 1804, and settled 
in Boston. A new sphere of duties now opened 
upon Mrs. Prescott, all of which she sought to dis- 
charge with her accustomed diligence, conscientious- 
neas, and reliance on Divine Providence. And, ere 
long, she had need of all her religioiis trust to 
flostain her under trials and adversities. The loss 
of a little daughter, the third child, sank deep into 

• A HograpMcal notice of Dr. Prescott, as iilso of Col. Prescott, 
nisj be Been in the Enryclopadxa Americana. The distinguished 
bifltorian, William H. Prescott, is a grandsoa oE ^%\a^X£i. 
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her tender nature: but she now found tihe great 
couaolfltiona which the ptire and oWr doctrines of 
the New Diapousatioo particularly afford on occasion 
of bereavements swch as thia Learning from those 
Doctrines the great truth of the Loitra perfect good- 
ness and Ffttherly tanderuess, — that the one end 
wliicli He bad in creation was to form a heaven of 
humS'U beings, w^hom He might bleas w^ith ete'rnaJi 
happiness, ^ — and that all, without exception, who 
die in infancy and chiUUiood, are received into that 
heaven and h<*omi; angeiaj bftiug enabled, too, by 
means of the clear and full descriptions of the 
spiiitual state given by the Kew Church Doctrines, 
to fonn a distinct idea of the heavenly home to 
which her child had bf en taken, she could lift up her 
thoughts to that higher world, that " better land," 
and behold her darling in tbe care of guardian 
angels, led by them through gardens of beauty, 
taught by them all heavenly truth with more than 
a paitint's power or even than a parent's love, aad 
preparing thus to bBcwme heraelf an angel, a happy 
dweller in t!ie havens. "With these thoughts, she 
fflt a c-onsolation come to her heart, a balm to her 
boBom; she felt her mind altogether lifted above 
the thoughts of death and the grave, to life and 
eternity; anil, in time, she w^as enabled to rejoice at 
hi'txing h$eR made the bonoved iustrumpnt of adding 
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one to the heavenly boat. At times, indeed, tender 
recollections would come over her; aod, yeai-3 after, 
fiiie would repeat^ with a mother's fond particulai- 
ity, the sentences and exclamationa 'which the little 
piuttler had uttered in her last illneaa. But though 
with tendeniesfl, yet it was "nithout sadness or 
rcgretj that she recalled ihsii': cii'cura&tauces. She 
could not wish her child "hack Again to earth ; aha 
OtJy was anxious wi to Hve as to rejoin her, by and 
by, in the heavena. 

But trials of a different kind awaited her. For 
m&ny years Mi-. Pre-acott wiie greatly prospered in 
hiB mercantile undertaking'tj ; and, having acquired a 
considerable property, wna about maldiig prepara- 
tions to retiiNj fram biiainesa to his. paterDal estate 
at Groton, to spend the remainder of hia daya in 
literary leisure, — ^when. the embai^o and second 
war with Great Britain came on, suddenly reduc- 
ing liim, with liiindreda of other prosperous mer- 
chanta, to the verge of ruin. It required all 
Mia Prescott'a fortitude and conjugal devotion, to 
support her husband under these severe reverses. 
Bom and brought up in affluence^ he felt the stroke, 
which swept his property entirely from iiini, aa one 
exceedingly hard to bear. At this trying time, 
Mrs, Prescott'a religious truatj, her habit of depend- 
ence on Pivine Providence, her faitV m \3tLe. ^e&*i*A. 
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love and parental care of her Heavenly Father, 
which, originally strong, had been so greatly deep- 
ened by the teachings of the New Church doctrines, 
were called fully into operation : and they were all 
needed. Often has the writer heard her say, that 
but for the support afforded her by the New Church 
doctrines, in the bright and cheering views and 
heavenly consolations which they communicate, she 
should not have been able to endure the load which 
at this time, and indeed long after, pressed upon her. 
And it may be said that it was her gratitude for tiiis 
support and comfort, and her ardent conviction 
of the blessings which a wider knowledge of those 
Doctrines would confer upon mankind, which in- 
duced her to undertake the composition of the little 
Treatise contained in the following pages. For it 
was in the very midst of these trials and troubles 
tJbat this work was written. It was published in 
the year 1817. How far the writer's ardent wishes 
have been accomplished, — how many minds may 
have been led by its perusal to the rich fountains 
of truth, whence it had itaelf proceeded but as a 
little stream, — is known only to the Omniscient One. 
No society of the New Church as yet existed in 
Boston, and but two in the whole country, those, 
namely, of Baltimore and Cincinnati. There were, 
however, a few receivers of the doctrines in Bos- 




ton. New York, and Philadelptia, aad with many 
of tlicse Mrs, Preacatt liad acquaintance or held 

Icorrespondenca. She tdao coj-resyioiiJed witli the 
Rev, John Clowea, of Mandieatei-. Euglund. And 
her intelligence and zeal in the cause were generaUy 
known and justlj appveriated throughout the nan'ow 
bounds lif what tlien constituted the viaihlc New 
Cliurch. In 1S18, the "Boston Society of the New 
Jeniaal^m" was formed, conaisting at first of only 
twelve meniViers, of whom Jlrs. Prescott was one. 
Tliat Society has^since grown and flomiBhedj till it 
ia now the lai-gest New Church Sodety existing, 
numbering at the present time hetween fonr hundred 
and five hnnth'e*! membcra. 
L Mrs. Prescott, thi-ongh ber whnle life^ was a groat 
^B sufferer, b^th physically and meutally, She wa& 
Bnbject to palpitation of the heart, whicli at timea 
caused her giTL^at distress, and nnce Or twice brought 
hear to the verge of the grive. She endiired, too, — 
as every troe fullower of th{> Lord must — deep inter- 
^M nal temptatiuu. Bi-ing' of an exceedingly spiritual 
I and interior cliaractcr, lier temptations were of a 
coTTesponding depth and intensity. But eho well 
knew that thay were permitted for her pnrification 
and regeoci'ation ; and she meekly bowed her head 
to tlio stroke, striving to say ever, " Lord, not my 
will, but tliijie, be done." A.t ieni^Yi, ^V& Voin a*^ 
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her release came. On the 4tih day of August, 1841, 
after a period of deep distress, both of mind and 
body, she passed away £rom earth,, in the 67th year 
of her age. The battle of life was fought, the Tictory 
won ; and we are sure that she is now inheriting 
the promises made to those that overcome : ''To him 
that overcometh, will I give to eat of the tree of life 
which is in the- midst of the paradise of God;" 
"He that overcometh shall inherit all things." She 
has entered upon Ihose heavenly felicities whidh the 
revelations made to the New Church so clcOTly and 
charmingly describe, and which she so delighted to 
contemplate in prospect. She has, doubtless, long 
ere this, found that angelic society with which her 
spirit was connected even while here on earth ; she 
has entered into full and blessed companionship 
with the spirits of the just made perfect, her fel- 
low-angels; she is enjoying that blessed light and 
warmth that flow directly firom the eternal Sun of 
Kighteousness, the Lord himself; a glorious ex- 
istence of love and bliss now spreads itself before 
her, and she has begun the joyous race that knows 
no end. 




There ie. a mode of nyLaoiiing^ wliich has Jongj we 
Iwalieve, been more prevalent than anj otlier in the 
Bcientiiic world, whiclii is that of proceeding from 
effects to causea. This mode of reasoning ia, doubt- 
less, pretlicated on the very natural ground, that a 
PiultipUeity of effects ia alwaya exhibited before us, 
thfl cuusea of which are totally unJinown ; thia world 
heing literaUy and truly, in itself, a world of effects. 
A couficqueuce of tkbi mode of reasoning liafl, n»tU' 
rally, been tiiat of endeavouraiig to ckar the way 
to causea, by striving to ascertain what they were 
-^'i thua hofiiug, bj' many negatives, to discover 
thing positive. Tkab thia ia ufteu, to say the 
tt decei>tive and illusorj' motle of rtaisotdng, ia 
E*oved liy the nmny fiilae hy^iotheaes wiiich have been 
Ite inevitable renult. It has, we presume, proceeded 
"^la a radical error into wliich man ia naturallj 
proHe to tall, but which Revelation alone can in- 
fonn hiia ia reaKj an error. Thia \a n.atoTi% \«»s. 
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than the belief, that man possesses in himself a 
life distinct from that of his Maker, when he is, in 
truth, but an organ receptive of life fit>m its only 
true Source. Feeling a powerful conviction, &om 
the sense of his real existence, that life is his own 
perfect property, he is led to think, also, that his 
powers are truly his own, and thence that in him- 
self originates thought. From this belief it is easy 
for him to infer, that in himself also rests the power 
of discovering the true causes of the numerous 
effects displayed around him. But if man would 
tnily humble himself, and intellectually look up 
and reflect, that as there is, as there can be, but One 
Source of Life — so would he surely see, that from 
that Source must issue the knowledge of all true 
causes ; and that they can be commimicated to man 
by Revelation alone, though varying, perhaps, in 
kind and degree. As from one cause, however, 
numerous and varied effects continually proceed, 
man need not suppose, that because real causes are 
to be found in God alone, that there is nothing left 
for the exercise of his noble powers. Believing the 
fact, and looking to the Author of his existence and 
continual subsistence, for the first link in every 
chain, he will find abundant and delightfial exer- 
cise for those powers, in deducing various particu- 
lars from one general idea ; and in tracing the cause 
in the successive effects down to Ids own natural 
perceptions of the variously beautiful objects dis- 
played in the world and universe around him. 

The assertion may, perhaps, be deemed a bold 
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[cm, that ''man is but an nrgan receptive of life 
[■ftttici the LoT-d." But let us inquire, AVhiit ia life 1 
How came it into otir possessioii '] And by what 
means is it preserved 1 And the moi'e miniite, the 
more thoroiigli, the invcstigntion of this aul>ject, 
Ibifi more fully, we believe, will it appear, that it is 
indeed an error, to aupjxise that man possessea any 
tliiug iif life in liimself, separately from, or iudepon- 
iJeutly rpf, hia Maker. The mode of i-eaaoiiing, how- 
ever, adoptei] on thia occasion, must, be fii'in caii^a 
to effects, and not vice versa-; we must, tht'i*efore, 
oomtnence from some revealed truth, and be led by 
tint tnith, thnaugh its regulm* consequences, to the 
roialt, which observation and cxpBrience point out. 
By thifl process, perceivang the truth in ita fulnean 
^i power, we shall an longer doubt thii pi>^priefcy 
of PT.'iif.iminc; thus, or the trutli of the prcnw>8ition, 
tlat "man haa not life independently iii himself." 
On this all important axiom, restR, we believe, ranch 
of ti-ut) wisulom. But this ia otdy ou« of the many 
ptirt«ntoii3 tfiiths, tliat are now preaented to man- 
kilid; and iu the following pagea, it is humbly 
hoped that thia method of tracing the finger of 
Gfld thiongh some of the iiumeroiia wonders of 
QTfiatioa, will evince itself as a true and happy 
Ow&OB of bringing man to a more perfect acquaiiit- 
WM* with the Author and constant Supporter of 
'U* existence^ and of eiluciiig a more cleiLr and 
(^inple^e system of hia own nature, powi'i-s, and 
^luliieg, than has evci- before been presented to hia 
•^nuprehenaiou. 
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But as VG ha.vG above observed that KeveLntiun 
can alone mform man of the time caiisQ and mauneF 
of his own exi«teiico^ we shall prabably be expected 
to state whoreiii "we fiod the inloroiation tlmt 
"man is nr oi^an, Tecuj^itive of life from the Lord." 
We henitate not to aay, ftnd humbly hope we are 
prepared to meet the conBeqnenceSj that we find it 
ill the *' apii-ituftl iseuse of the Sacred Scriptures,*' 
revealed, to that faitliful and nieek aervant of the 
Lord Jeaua Christ, Ejaanuel Swedenbqrg, who, by 
a regular and pawerf\d train of reaaoning, doos truly 
and fully prove, that " trud" is indeed " with ua" 

Long have we desiixtl to see these importaiit 
works translated from their purely spmtual into a 
more natural language ; and thus a,ccoimuodat«d to 
the more general Tiiidei-staucling of mankind at the 
prciaent day. But to the accomplishment of this, 
we believe, highly useful and very beneficial work, 
there are opjXKsed many very formidable obstacles. 

A popular cry, almost terrific in a rational 
age, of "enthusiast," " visionary," everywhei-e pre- 
cedes the volumes of Swedenborg. That lie waa 
granted anpernatm-iid inibrmution respecting a state 
of existcQce superior to the present lile, is noised 
abroad in tenns of ridicule by those, who may, per- 
haps, have felt little interest in an inquiry into the 
very important object of thin information. Finding 
Ihia flst4TiTHahing c]ain> really made by a philoso- 
phical author, at this enlightoned period of the 
world, when iustmctiou fi-oni our Heaveuly Father 
18 considered bo totally unnecessary, many aincere 
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cere and powerfti] jutlges gf ti-utb have been 
Bturi-etl IroDi farther inqiiii-y, by tlie immediatt; 
sad preraatiire cont'IiDiioii, that iii>ti« but a ileceiver 
HJT self-deceived niau coiold tliint of making auch 
ft pretensicm. Some there are, however, who liare 
gwue a little; tUrtier. iu a ratioual (juramt of theo- 
logioU tnith, they have ventiirwl to dip into these 
volumes as they have occaaioaiaUy falltvu. in their 
vpay. Such [leraons heia^ di^syusted by iiu apparent 
cnidcncsis in the author j^ comiuuiiicatiuuij (the uece:*- 
wty of whi<:h is eaaily explained), a bunyulaiity in 
the style, or a seeming uliacui'ity in the Heiwe, have 
fcniud thiti ilis^Ht, aided by a previous prejiitlice+ 
finite sufficient to aatiafy the slight interest excited ; 
iind they, tcM>, have thitjw-n them aside., as Lothing 
worth, ThtiB, have theRe treaaurea been hitried in 
the earth 3 Etespecting the anthor^a knowledge of 
the spiritual worlds it were well, perhaps, to i-emem- 
Ut, tliflt there have been many perifwls during the 
oourae of time, when apjjarently "lu-w tilings umler 
the BUo" wei-e permitted to take place itmang luen. 
The age of external niiraelee has dmibtless* past 
avny ; bat in these works h exhibited u Hpecaea of 
internal ot spiritual miracle, absolutely new and 
truly aatomsliing. An extent of intellectHal infur- 
nuUiuu is spj-ead before the attentive reader, far 
exceudiug any thing that science has heretofore pn-- 
>vnt4.>df or the human mind was eaimhle of conceiving 
without Hupeniatural aid; the truth of wliich in- 
firnnation is morally deoiotiatrated in its wmidprfnl 
display. The mind of man, generally spt^king, 
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under the bleaaing of Ho.Ten ever tending up^ 
in itiB progi-eas, is, we conctiive, nmking voutinual 
advances in knowledge ; and every new acfjnisition 
atlds ^atly to its cajMibility of (wlvaneing. The 
r^jveltttion, thtirefoiis, now made to mftu, is auch aa 
he never conld have home at any former period ; and 
contains nuch " things" aa our bieased Saviour *' had 
to say" to the disfiples, hut which they, on 
"could not hear." 

On a deliberate, jiatient, and thorough ei 
tion of the coHimunicatiotiH mitide to the world \^ 
Swedenhorg (t}ie writing aud pubUahiug of which 
in the oiiginal Latin, wholly and fully occupied 
ahout tldrty years of the author's life), auch a grand 
spectacle of new, yet dtHiidedly importiiut principleBj 
is preaented to the human understanding, that it 
tthoidd seem they need but to be thoroughly com- 
prehended to be cordially received, and with hum- 
ble yet awful admiratioft. How then,, may be the 
very natm-aJ query, can we account for the ^jheno- 
menon, that even simple, unlettered minds can 
enter into the dtipths and euhtilty of those cqm- 
mandingly grand, yet eKC[iiisit(?ly refined principles, 
while the man of estensive erudition, the elegant 
(!:lasaii>a,l acholar, thti deep-read theologian, the fW.'Ute 
phlloaopher, and the truly i-atiojial momliHt, iiiid 
themselves repulsed at the very entrance of this 
Manaifhn of Glories ? It is at thia very fountain of 
reasons, and tins only, that the alwve enigma can 
find a solution ■ and in this Hyatcra we may find a 
full, a satisfactory elucidation of thia, and everv 
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other apefiea of mteUectuid phenomena. It is this 
heaveii-derived power of unfoltliag tlie heretofore 
inexjilicsiMe secreta of tJie creation; of developing 
the innumerable mysteries with which science tit 
every st*p eont-innally preseiits its votaries ; of 
tracing the blessid connection between the glorious 
Orea,tor and every possible form and degree of hia 
'''otka, that sttamps the fdgnature of Di-Finity on this 
rrociciLiiH nieSBiige ! It is ftviBi tius glorjoiia hght, 
which is fioTK j>eniiitted to beam forUt from tbi^ 
interior of the sacred Word of God, that every real 
I*rt of ita litenil aeoec is now rescued from the 
ohgcurity into which a. large j)ortion of ite contents 
W&3 feet falling; and that it 13 once a^m pi-epftring 
^ become the delight, the glory, and on earth thts 
Heavenly Sjinctuai^ of man. 

That tiu3 is not the vision of a diseased Iina- 

ff'^frina, \jut a aubatyntial view of truth., time only 

can di'm^inatrate. But it belongs to the cool calcu- 

latorj ami not to the warm philanthropist, to wait 

'^ the slow progresa of time to unfold the promise 

™ new and tnmscendant joya to man I The hving 

'''^fnt of Cln"istian charity cLPCulatiag in the heart, 

**'^Sgly impels itB real possessor to impart to hia 

'^'"'V-creatures every gond in pissogsion, or even in 

*^t]ci|mtion. But should the attainment rjf a great 

P*''-'^ in jiTOspect, tlepend in a considerable meaaiLre 

'^ the knowleflge and efforts of the caudidatBH for 

* i'fcception, bow would a belief of this condition 

"/"^^'ilatethe real helievt'T to miikekno-ft-n the"glad 

**^ngs of ^-eat joy^" and rirge on tiia Vite.^JsssfeTx'CDft 
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importance of seeking for this " pearl of great price." 
That such a peati has really been for nearly half a 
century within the reach of thousands of mankind, 
who have given no attention to it, it may appear, 
perhaps, like presumption to assert But if among 
those thousands, can be found even one who will 
now listen to the fiiendly information, and ap|dy 
the test of his own observation and e^ierience to 
ascertain its truth, the writer of these pages will 
esteem such an effect a full compensation for this 
mental effort, and offer to the Fountain of all good 
sincere gratitude for such a degree of sucoess. 



CHAPTER II. 



rapTJOELAVOUKING TO PROVE THREE PEOP08ITIOK8. 



pBOPOSJTitis First. — Tliat all tnie pi-inclples, spriug- 
ing fi;"om one onlj Eternal Source^ must be found to 
liumcHiize with the obsei-vation tuid exjierienct; of 
the wiae^ linaong maukiud in iill a^us. 

It 18 eq^uivocally acknowledged l>y every i-atLonu.! 
mind, that truth can have but one ettmal source; 
yet that source, being alsu iniinite, must emit inuu- 
Kuombla and ever vsiryiag, beoauae diverging rays 
or principles, in which that souree is traced and 
acknowledged through the beautiful harmony by 
which they coalesce "with and illuati-ate each other; 
tlierefoi-e, though ever varying, they are never op- 
posing, like light and darknesa. black and wtute. 
Thus tnith apjjeai-s to taan in infinit+ily divergilied 
fonna, exerciaing his powers in the inveatigation of 
its nature and its nsea. We imiverwiUy find that 
exercise produciis atrengtk: by iise, theTefore, the 
powera of man expand und increase, and Iwcome 
more and more largely recipient of those Di\'ine 
roya which illumine his aoul. 

Oil taking an enlai-ged view of 'tV^'i bWXk t:S. ^Cos- 
1j)(;iiji;j niind, at the present peTioA o? \\k "wo^^ 
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who can doubt that the a^regate portion of know- 
ledge now enjoyed, very far Burpasses that which 
has ever heen possessed by mankind in any former 
period 1 Ever making new discoveries, new acqni- 
aitions, the old are rarely, we believe it may be said 
are never, wholly lost. Thus, though there have 
been periods when the darkness of ignorance and 
superstition seemed to envelope the world; yet, 
these have been succeeded by others of so much 
greater light and information, as to unfold the 
hidden treasures of the darkest ages; and prove to 
the reflecting mind, that the temporary night wad 
only to prepare for a more effulgent day. In this 
view of the subject, then, we think it evidently 
appears, that the world at large, like its inhabi- 
tants, each in particular, has its gradual prt^res- 
sions from infancy towards maturity; who shall 
aay when the latter period has arrived, and that 
its motion must be retrograde 1 

But it may be asked, in what consist these gra- 
dual progressions of the world 1 We answer, in 
the discovery and application of apparently new 
principles, or additional rays of truth. Is it 
queried, how we ascertain that these principles 
have not been known and lost t We answer, that 
no principles of truth can be absolutely new in them- 
selves, being from an eternal and self-existent foun- 
tain ; but that some of them may, even now, be new 
to the mind of man, is, we think, morally proved, 
by the order and tenacity of that mind in seizing 
and retaining any degree of real knowledge ; also. 
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ill our love of diffusing or imparting our mental 
acquisitiouH, 

.There are, in individuals, widely different imci 
eveu opposite motives for thia deHire ; but tte remilt 
ia the same, that of iucreiising tlie aggrt'^te of 
htuuajL knowlcidge. Is it tkrtlier inq^uired. Low we 
cltBtinguisli and auuertaiii tha time &oin the falee 
principlea^ many of which, we are infoitned, are 
abroad in the wurld f We aiiswur, that tnie prin- 
edploa are lixe<I atid stitifit^utJal ; the fake are ever 
changing aud illusoiy. The true will thus l>e 
found to coincide aud haj-monize with those already 
Hrkauwn and atiknowlwlged by the oliHervatifin and 
^1 experience of the wiaeat among mankind; while 
^Bihe false are examined aud rt^ected &t the saxae 
^■iribuiia,!. 

H pBOPosmoN Secostj.— Whenever, therefore, the 
nrdent intellect of induatrioua man diacovera prin- 
ciples appaietitly new, they may he fairly tried hy 
an appeal to the enlightened imdei-s tan ding of hia 
feUow-men, ftud will deiitrvedly stand ov fall by the 
tleciaion consequent on such an a]>peal. 

If, then, all tine principlea spiitig from one 

lurce, we have f.>nly to inr4tiire, when new pi-in- 

ciples present themselvea, whether they btmr the 

stamp of thi3 Almighty Hand. Ami to dotemiine 

this imixirtaut point, they must be tsuliDiitted to 

the critical onleid of the collecteil wisdain of all 

|aat ages. Mankiad, then, are to sift, to analyze, 

uirl Ui explore sceli pi-ineiple.i, tn examine their 

ituuost natiuc aud tendency; to try tliemV^ cnji^- 
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tion, by coalition, by every pmoess which may 
(ievifiod; and if, after tins thorough and elaborate 
iiivestigatioii, uo daw or imperfection caui be dlfi-^ 

fVered, they have gorely well stood this fii 
ordejil, aud may be pronoiinwd true. Duriim; thi^ 
criticinl ci-oaa-eKamaTiatkiii, however, vast must be 
the variety of opinions pntertaine*! reapeoting tht 
priiicijileR ; fur pach iiiili^'idual who thiaka at aJl, 
will think for Idmaelf, and form Ids own conolu- 
ms aocordiiig to the degree of light lie himself 
Onjoys. No two, therefoi'e, will make up jireciselj 
the same judgment, fur no two can view the aai 
object, at the samti moment, and through tlie aai 
edium, from the same point. But the hi 
d is, we have reason to think, never atatioi 
hougli oftieii a.pp[irt!iitly lit reiit, it is never truly 
BO, but in gradually and often, iraperceptibly ehang-^^ 
ing its views of the same object; and, at length, o'^H 
examining ojiinions Hujjpoaod Uy have been flrmly 
fiKed, WL- find ourselves undin- the neceaaity of 
acknowledging a decided cliauge. Blionld any dla^f 
iveiy of new piinciplM^ then, purport iini>orti).tit^ 
vantages to manJiind, "though aa host feliould 
camp agaiiiErt theni," if trne, there would b(^| 
lund powerftd advocates; the wisdom of the wig^^ 
Would carfifully examine^ the simplicity of the &im- 
plti woulrl readily i-eceive, them. By the former, 
they woidd be discovered to hiirmonize with th^^ 
K:nowii and attknowledged asioma of the wisei^H 
^*iioiig maukiud of all jwist ti.gefi; and by the latter, 
^li^ ^we with the anbstautial, tlirmgh mieataminKi^^ 



I 



34 



BKLIGION AXD PBrLOSOPPT I'SITCD, 



new combinationa of thought are contimially pre- 
senting new i-eaulta, is also, we preaume, beyond a 
doubt. What, then, of the novel and wonderftil 
may m'lt lie offered to oup conaidemtioH, it is impos- 
sible to Miy, It is time, w^e Qiay ootinlmle, to ivsi^ 
the puerile Imbit of cu"L'iilnaeri\jin|j the fange of 
bmpaa intellect^ — of limiting that, which In its 
essonce 13 illimitiLble, ua partukiii^ tlie natoire of 
its LuEuite aoui'Ce, Mnuh real huTnility, then, aod 
patient iQ\"estigatioia are necessary to the success nf 
eivcry sincere inquirer after import^ant truths. The 
imputieat desire to ajrive at cimclujuunfi before the 
premises tire thuruughly examined, weighed, and ' 
imdei-stood, is too natural to the human mind; and 
is contiiiuully preventing deductions, which might 
be juHt, decisive, and therefore pemianetit. To 
"learn to wait," is one of the hardest lessons given 
to man ; yet nothiug can be done well which is 
donei impatiently. As the pei-ciiption and Cicknow- 
ledgment, or the rejection or neglect of substantial 
principles of truth, is a meat momentous ooncem in 
the life of raa.n, it surely behovee him to be cau- 
tioualy on Iiia guard, whenever Ms attention is 
turned to tMa portentous wort That the present 
ia a fieriod of this nature, ia tnowu to thousand^, 
in various parts of the world, who hiive been blessed 
with the ability and inclination to examine and 
thence fierccive the solid foundation of tlioae prin- 
ciple*. But how to produce in others that mental 
state {)f calm, candid, humble, and patient inquiry, 
which iH absolutely neceasary, as prepamtory to 
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such a percejition, ia the subject of doubt aud diffi- 
culty. 

That the spirit of the Supreme is the only effec- 
tual uperatar ili tliia blenaed wortj we well know. 
But that the Di\"inp hleRgiiig mii^t ileaceud through 
biuuau^ vohiutfljy instititoenta, is no h^m certain; 
ftnd that himself may be thus honoured, is the 
aixk'iit though huniblfi desire of every sincere reei- 
pieut of Divine ti'titb. 

That thure are apparently, new and highly im- 
portiLiit princii>lea unfolded by Emanuel 8w4.Hlenlxirg, 
call be kuowu oiUy to those who have thoroughly 
exjiloi'ed the invaluiible treasiufs of spiritual truth 
wliirlt lie has pi-esented to tht* world. To thoae, 
tliis fact is beyoud all dtiubfc. But it would be of 
n.i> use to tiny one to believe thin ujiou the fwaertioo 
of others, as such persous would reat on human 
Authority, which is no actuu.! belief of the mind. 
This «m be U3iiful„ iiideeil, no far as to ilis[M»»e tlic 
luiud to patient iiiswiix-h ; and pTOjjortionti-te to tliig, 
where* no other inipedimont arifiea, will 1h3 the 
of succeas in obt«uiiin^ a national conviction 
imderstaiiding respecting thoise principles. 
To uruikind at Ijirg^. however, they werOjlby their 
jiwthor, couiicionfciously aubmitteil, They an? now 
|xi*fing th<; ordeal of hu mi in itivostigutiun. IV-rNins 
of ttJI degi'i'ttft of mind, fitini the most simple and 
unlrjini<Ml ti> the iiiu«t liighly cuUivatt'd and intt-Ui- 
goiit, are earnestly desired " to [xiiiiie, to |Kiiid»a%*' 
to (dft and tti weigh t]ii,'in ; oidy reiuumlx-ring tliw 
(Icflp solemnity of thu work, and the inipurhuiue of 
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imploring (or theniaelves tlie gracioua aid of 
spirit of candour, humility, and firm i-ationality i 
this interesting invostigation. By the final deciaion. 
of luaiikiiid, which must be eonsonfmt with that iff 
the Supreme, they must necessarily stand or fall. 
If .they tliifu&e, indeed, the glorious rays of DivioB 
truth, "the gates of hoU cannot prevail agaiost 
them.'" The mind of man will be gradually prp- 
parod to receive and reflect them, l>y gratitude,, 
obedience, and joy, wjth aU their dehghtfiil train of 
effects. If they are the; works of darkness, they 
will soon be overthrown and desti-oyRil for ever. 

One object is contemjilated by the writer of tills 
little work, which, if accumpliahed, will .Htrve, it 
is hoped, aa a preparatory step to many I'ational 
mindB in the invesjtigatioo of these worka. Tlje 
ayatem, it in well known, ia profcHaetUy a religious 
one. Its object ut to raiae its votai-y to a high 
degree of excellence in religious knowledge, con- 
duct, and worship. But religious exaltation \iast 
ever, heretofore, been of bo doubtfid, and therefore 
daiigeroiie a diameter 1 Its pre.tended foiindationej— 
that ■wUd superstttion, which disgraMis the pages pf 
eocleafaaticfil hist-ory; that cruel fanaticism, which 
had well ni^h given a death-blow to Cliiiatianity, — 
these, its foundations, have been eo ba-iieless, ii" we 
may be nllowt^ the exj^resdon, and it has reared a 
guperatructtire, in the monastic life, so groteaquo 
and useless, so gloomy and deformed, that it has 
kft on tke mindii of all spcctaturs disgust and 
abhoiTencGj or contempt. How, then, are we to 
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,. 'Ve that we shall exhihit a more substantiftl or 

I ''--Vireathiug form of holy symmetry^ How (to 

^^tig« thy figure) shall we prove that oui-a is it 

dty not made with hands, whose Maker and 

Builder is Ood?" We can do it only \Yy showing 

Had lixplaining in what manner " Grofrs footstool is 

tJifl eiirth ; that His holy City, the Ntiw JeruHftlem, 

IlAth its fuundationa here ; that the sohd principles 

► of pill's !uid . gt'uiiiue philosophy tbrm the eternal 

bcuuH on which it rtsts; and that those pnnciplefi of 

jihiloKiiphy mil he more and more confirmed and 

t ctju*i»lidated in the niiiulj the more minute aad cloeer 

[the inveatigsttion of every reasoning inquirer. In 

ler to this, thfJOj we would once mora phseiTR, 

the object of the preseut undertaking is to 

collect and place in a promineiit point of view, the 

puCnhar pliiln^ophical priiiripl<;'B wIulJi i-eially consti- 

tuW this finindation of the New Jerusalem (Jhureh; 

^mnd to show, hy the lileasing of God, that they ate, 

indeed, a full and Hufiici[;nt!y siibstactial foumUtiou^ 

>n which the eteruul hojie of man may rest. 



CHAPTER III. 



ON THE PHILOSOPHICAL PBINCIPLGS IN GEHEOAL, 
UNFOLDED IS THE SYSTEU OF SWEDENBOBG. 

"Can man, by searching, find out God?" 

It has already beea intinmted in the introductory 
chapter, that right reasoning must proceed from 
causes to effects ; that causes, existing alone in the 
Supreme Being, must be made known to maji by 
revelatioa It being now thus made known, that Hhe 
gloiy which for ever emanates from and surrounds 
the Eternal Being, forms really and substantially 
a Spiritual Sun, which warms and irradiates the 
intellectual creation, — we find, clearly deduced from 
this truth, the following rational result: that the 
heat flowing from this Sun is ia its essence divine 
love^ and the light, divine wisdom. That from 
this spiritual light and heat, the natural or material 
sun, with its light and heat, solely derives its power 
and efficacy. 

That all worlds, or combinations of worlds in 
systems, derive their existence and subsistence fix>m 
one eternal and infinite source, is acknowledged 
by every rational mind. For, surely, if there ever 
existed a real atheist, he must be either wholly 
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destitute of imderHtAndmg, or possesa one sa blifided 
or pen'erted, its to be wholly UReJoaa on this anbjoct, 
^ That the aim of oar system has, thenj the flame 
I derivation a.ud rantiuuul siup^iort, is beyoud a doubt; 
but in what niauuer thie woiidei'fiil work is aocom- 
l" [iliahtd, 13 u [irobkm, whJoh ba& ever heeu deemed 
H beyond the power of the litmiau intellect to solve, 
I or the human uiidei-ataudiug to coiiceive. And if 
they have gone one stop iarther thau a mere know- 
ledge of the amin origin, and said, it is done by tho 
» word of God's jKiwer, the same question "howl" re- 
curs, and brings the aubji^ut to the same issue. Has 
there not been a period in the life of nmn (that 
I period when the Oupemi«an ayatem was tirat pre- 
sented to the world), when it was thought a diffi- 
culty of ]>eriiapa eq^ual iimgnitude to reconcile the 
mm's ajijiai'eiit motion and real reBt'! Yet it ia now 
AS generally received and understood aa any princi- 
fAe of coroinon knowledge. Tliat the sun was created 
A perfect type, an iuiitftkHr, aa it were, of its glori- 
ous Author, aud liku the hand of a dial, oonstantly 
guided by, and pointing out Hi« raovemouts, is, we 
I humbly undertake to support, a tRith which may 
he pr*>ve(| ljy the philoeopliica] principles, tliat are, 
liy Emanuel Swcdenborg, Jirat presented to the com- 
liraliousioD of man. We say philust>phicai prind- 
|i]eH, berauRe upon these premises Is raised a ^Qrstem, 
Bpljan^ntly new, ivhirh matt neceHRarily Rtand or 
&1I with tliLMu. Thi^'iffore, whether this be a tnic 
ur faUe ptiitonDphy, is the point to be uuw decidt'd 
• by OQol ejuuuinutiou. 
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That the apecific nature of heat aod light, flowiii^^*-^ 
ijom the ami's Ijody, and meetlug oiir Reuses of feel— i'^ 
ing and sight, has never heen fully ixjmpi'eheiiJedS^>^^ 

by man in his feJlen state, -will, we fcmst, he tuoequi * ^ ^ 

vocally aeknoTvledged. But as there are, at pre- - — ^^ 
seut, in the human miaJ, many obstacles ti> the s^^-m 
reception of truths it "will uofc, p*a-hapa, he ao readUy "^^tJ 
granted that this natui'^ heat and light Kulely 
derive their nature, their specific power and etfi- 
cftCTi from spiritual baat and light, which ai-e 
essential love and wisdom, flowing continually from 
the Suprfmti Being: in otJier wonl?, that from the 
Supreme Being constantly flowa, or emanates, a 
gloriuu3 sphere of light and heat, which, in their 
eaaeuce, are divine love and wisdom, whence ordi- 
nate the [Mjwer and efficacy of the light and heat 
of the natural or material smi, thus ci-eated a type, 
and reflecting back, by {perfect corret^pondence, the 
image of ita great Original. Is not this, we would 
humbly ask, a clear aud satiafactoiy tflucidation of 
the impoitant, hut hitherto mysterioua and lately 
disputed union of spirit and matter ? " God ia a 
Bj>mtj" saith the Word of truth. It is the natnire 
of spirit, ii' we may so speak^ to difiuae itself. Thia 
diiSision causes a sphere of glory around the Su- 
preme Being, The emanating aphere of this glori- 
ous spirit, then, forming and operating in and 
through the inateiiid sodb of the various natural 
aystems, proditoed, and constantly guppoifce in ex- 
istence, the wonderful ci'eatioii ; thus deacend 

it First Cause, to 
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loTCit extreme of extemBl nature, Id this descent, 
w¥ perceivi.'^ tlmt various degreea of spirit finJ their 
abode in various fomii^ of nmtter. 

This concejition of a sphere, together mth that 
of ijfiintiml (le^"CEa, foim two of the new and im- 
fwrtant priiicipLiH, whidi are» in this age, first ]»re- 
Mnted to the test of hnmjin wisdom, hei ua hope, 
^ii, iliat they vrilJ be brought to ua open, candid, 
»iiJ tijoii)ugh exainination ; that tlic^y may be didy 
apfiL'eciiit^il, and tiiku thtir imal station, laccordingly, 
ill tW oiixile of knowibdge. 

Wlio will dou>jt, thiit in the natuiul Bim, which 
iToxinmtoly produet'a and aujiporta in oxisteiioe all 
^t^ wonders of tlda our natural woflfij, there in a 
pintlly portion of this b^dng fire, this self-existent 
Slfirit, tliLi di\luL^ union uf \viBdora aTid love i* 
Yet who but will rUiknowledge a vastly greater de- 
■^ of this same all-pervading apirit in the rational 
tWiilof uiaji t Heii'ein the principle, also, of spiritual 
'■'^rtiGB, ia acknowledged; aud its biaiutilul efleeta 
**a Oldy be known by fcrating the aajne principle 
"tlutiugk nature up to nature's God;" which is 
"**ikingly done by Hia owa glorioua hand, in the 
''^''ftiojirnent He htia made of Himinelf to man, in 
'tie works of Hia nervant, Emanuel iSwedenhorg. 
'^t. Paul's three heavens are there disjcuvei-ed tu b^ 

* ThaC the 'H'litei' cannot here mean, se mi^ht ot £rHt sigla 
"Pfoar, tlint tburQ ia lifn in tTao nntui-ji] fllin itself, is ptuln fj-iiiu 
*Il8t i» flfEcrwarJa said (p, 47), tiiat tliu sua ia lint deud cuattir. 
The DeBoing intciidi:d is, doiibclesa, that tbo matorial sun is tho 
iirtit ej^cf oi lifir iroin tbc si'lf- cxklent is^ovt..— ^jDTKiI. 
D 



three degrees i:pf the spiritf or enmaating sphere 
God. existing in vaiiaua recijvient foraig, which, thai 
receiviiig, trausnut theii' reflected Vieama cpf InteUi 
gence, in ardent eniotiyna of gratitude and love 
The game g]oi'ioLin spirit, descending in sauaUa 
degi-eea, forniH the soul of man, and the externa 
pertections of nature in her three kingdoms, njii 
mill, vegetable, and miueml ; giving to each it 
peculiar degree of life, in proportion to their caps 
city of receiving that emanating fipirit of the Grea 
Author of all thingsi. 

There is one more imjwrtant principle, whio 
is so linked or interwoven with the two ahoTC 
mentioned, that we find onraelvea nnder the necea 
Hity of touching on that also, liefore we attempt t 
explain inore fully or to ilhiatrato either. ThiB i 
the prineijjle of corresiwniience, wbich, in its devo 
<jpment, forma a moBt atriMn^ and jJoMtive mortl 
proofj that the whole creation, as it apringa ti-om it 
fountain, the Deity, ie ii legitimate effect fitjm it 
glorious caugcj in contradistinction from a mer 
arbitrary work ]irodnced by an Almighty hant 
We &hall tind, we humbly tiTist, in the expLaimtioi 
and illustration of these three grand principles 
much subHtantial instruction and much deep wis 
dom. Ifay we be blcssied in the endeavour q 
developing them to the reception of the understand 
ings, and rendering them interesting to the hearti 
gf our attuntive readers 1 




8c> numerous are the evils arismg from a false id^ 
P'^'Sclicatbil un a true priaciple, or in otKer wordu, 
"^^■»5i the misimdertitantliiig of auch a principle, that 
" ia highly impjrtaut to guanlj ii' possible, against 
'^Xfa proliilc tjource of ]jain. It hua, we believe, Ijeeri. 
*'*^ idea of many persona, probably miaing from a 
""^•■^tapjireheuaion of the eternal wiity of God, that 
™^^i lileased Author of all ca-eation ia hb "wiiverntd 
*"-«■, or centml fire, dewtituU.! of all fotmJ" That 
'•'^'-ii^ (us we eattitiBi it) false, pernicious, and groimd- 
"'•'^^ idea, may not he encouraged by any thing that 
"^■^^ hwe botii advanced, we would add a word of 
^''^t*laTiation. To exclude the very natiiral thoughtj 
"'^k-t becaiiBfi thti mateiial sim being a globidar twdy, 
*^*i, at the aairiri time, a tyjje of the spiritual sun, 
"'^t that glorious himiuaiy, which is assertetl to be 
tn.** foxintain of life, ia also a gloliulai' body of 
"Piiitiial fire, -we must endeavour to give, h-orn the 
iO"*v revelation, seme elucidation of thia very im- 
Wt1*nt point. We ai'c informed, then, that the 
WTor herein (which is suieVy & "vkt^ liaSKtiA av^ 
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has apiaen entirely from STipposing^ the spiritiial sun 
to bs the Supreme Being HiniBelf, when it is, in 
reality, only that emanating qiliero of His divine 
aud esaentifli constitaents, love and wittdora ; as the 
material sun's light acd ht^t are not thi^ rtail body, 
tmt only an eiuftnation from it. Now, ]tt any re- 
flecting and lutioual man inijuire of himself, ii^ in 
tilt- inmost thought of hia soid, Le cim conceive of a 
God witliout a form, I Can lie even try to tit hia 
thought on any posisible thing, v-dthuut its iuuno- 
rfiately presenting itself to Lia intelltctual %'iaioii, 
in a tbrni 'i Can any essence exiat witlmiit a form ? 
Doea it not, th«n, ftpi>e!U- ahnost tike [ii-ofanity, to 
Imagine the Deity in ti globular or any other foi-m 
than the hiunan t If vrv cannot tlmik intently on 
God withont imHgining liiiri in a form,-^if the humaa 
38 the raost perfect form ever ]>resented to fmr 
iraaginationa, and we are continually, in the "Word 
of Crod, enjoined t/i "keep God always befare our 
eyea," how oin We ubcy this divine iujimctiun, but 
by tlunkiiig of him »s a Di'vine Human Being i 
Can it be conceived poneible, tliat supreme wiw-lom, 
which embr'aceiii every variety and degitti of know- 
ledge, could exist and operate the wonderful works 
nf creation, "without the varioui* instrumental fwwers 
with which man, in humble imitation of jiia Maker, 
brings that knowledge into action or nee ? Can it 
Iw possible to believe, that |«rf(^ct, divine love, 
which is anrely a complex source of all tlie bene- 
volent affectiona, can exiat and difluso itaelf over 
weation, withont form, or in any other than that of 
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tt Divine Humau for& ? Tliat tUe coEQmon si^isu i^f 

luaB aclcQtJwieclgea tliis i^sseutial truth, and pni- 

claims it, is, in a meaaaiT^ jjroved by the manucr 

of "worsliip and adiirc'fjs to Hiin, from the jreople *if 

all nationw aad agea Do we nut iiniversuJly iiHcribe 

to Him, as the Pai-ent of creation, all the jiowei'a, 

both intellectual aad personal, which properly te- 

long to man 1 Yet knowing Him to be intinito snd 

fiteiTial, the "Alpha and Omega," "-mthoiit begin- 

^Hg of daya or end of ye&rs" we (annot doubt, 

that our dt-rivjittoa from Hiut as «, parent, and mir 

Hubaistfiiioe in and through Him aa childreUj must 

•Js of a Idnd altogether different from our natu- 

™1 oonceptions on theae snbjectB. Accordingly 

^^ find, itn investigation, that between spiritual 

*^fl iittturid ideas there is tlus wide diffei'ence : 

''^tural conceptiona are all conliiied within the 

narrow hounrls of a|HL«e and timflj and do not risti 

To any tiling of spirit : whoix'aa spiritual coneeji- 

"^tis do not admit into them any thing of time or 

''P^ce. We con neither measure or weigh, literally, 

* thought or ft:eliiig. For we can instautaneoualy, 

'^^ in no timf, extetid t\uy object of mental 'vision 

■** immensity, or reduce it to extreme minuteness. 

Aqtus we must nutm our ideaa above nature, with its 

**iri£ juid sjiiice, into the regions nf spiritual light 

l<3 life, before we cs.ii form any just conception of 

" Father of our s[>u"ita," whfi is himnclf a Spirit ; 

**'Ud to approach au<l resemble wlitpm, we must 

^*"»ralnp Him in "spirit and in tnith." It may 

**Sjo be observed, that wei-e tVw Su\iiTe'mfi "feewv?, '^ss'*^- 
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ceived to be in any other than a human form, we 
should, doubtless, use the neuter and not the mas- 
(nJine gender in our terms of address to him. As 
we can form no conception, then, of a gloriously 
good, and greatly intelligent, Being, in any ot^er 
than a humaJi form, and as in his Holy Word it is 
distinctly asserted, that " God made man in his own 
image and likeness," it is surely reasonable, it is 
surely consonant with true wisdom, to imagine and 
believe the Supreme Being to be in a Divinely Human 
foruL In what various and wonderful respects the 
divine transcends the merely natural human, is a 
subject too vast for our present consideration; we 
wish only to show, that it harmonizes with the 
highest wisdom of all past ages, and is, therefore, 
worthy to be considered as established on the firm 
ground of xmdisputed truth. 

Eespecting, however, the blessed sun of the spi- 
ritual worid, the glorious sphere of divinely united 
love and wisdom, which is for ever emanating fix)ni 
the Deity, we would make some further obserwa*- 
tions. It is, we believe, a well known and estab- 
lished fact in natural philosophy, that there is con- 
stantly emitted fi:t)m every created body a somewhat 
of itself, which finds a recipient in the atmosphere 
that encompasses the earth, and there produces its 
degree of use. 

That this emission and this consequent use are 
drawn forth by the benign influence of the sun's 
light and heat, is also well known and acknow- 
ledged. In this natural fact we behold a striking, 




powerfiilj and iiittTeetiug emblem ur typa, &ud, we 

tainfcj a beaiitiftU illuatrtLtion i>t' the oxiytGnCt; and 

eternid Dperat-iun, oi' the ajihitual sun, wliinb, ever 

difillBing its gluriuua riiya, by its vivifying influence 

fit iove and wim-loni, ur Hjiu-itnal' light aud heflt> 

givtw life ami actdvity, ^vith the coEtgeC|uent jMwer 

of exertion, to every created tieing. But as the 

material sun recfives the very power nf jwrfbrming 

its uses ill the natural world, from the gloriouM sun 

|<n the epiritual world, there is lietweea the two 

Itnniuariea this all-imp ntant distitirtiou, thst the 

HpiritiiaJ auti is replete with |}eifeGt life, btcaase 

|Go<i dwella in its centre; while the natural sun, 

[navliig only the appearance of life, ia in itself men- 

li'^tter, or perfect death. In all tilings widch are 

Proximately brought int<j lil'e, anil nuppn"teJ in 

KSiatence by the natural suu, there is only apparent 

, "^y but i-eal death > but in all things which are 

*^™^t«d and upbelil by the immtidiate influtmce of 

""ft spiiitnal nuii, theire is a piinciijk; of ttoinal lifa. 

The veiy atmosphere of the spiritual world, flowing- 

from th(t fnuntiiin of life, aiid being consequently 

T^^itiial, i» the mtumn oi' aapporting spiritual life 

"t itg recipients ; as the atmosphere of the natural 

^'Wld jjj a naejiiis of the exijiteuiie and sulLisistGnoe 

'•t itft natui-al inhiibitants. In man, indeed^ wliile 

tfuiitlng (in the natm-al oartha, are united the oppo- 

K^te [irineiples of the two suns, which are Kfe imd 

•^tli, spirit and matter, stiul and body. Aa the 

"Tiginal conatituent principles of spiiituiil life ejpi. 

bvu and wisdom, m the aba&iice oit tVeefe \s. s^tr^.-^aii. 
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death. As the pervading influence of the na 
sun's light and heat extends even to the centre < 
various earths over "which he reigns, drawing 
every varied body its responsive effort towar 
general good ; so does the glorious sphere o: 
spiritual sun diffuse its benign fervors and che 
light through infinitude, every where pourir 
glories into the ■willing recipient, and excitir 
or calling forth from, that recipient, a correspoi 
emission of its own degree of received life. "W" 
issues, from every intelligent being as well as 
every natural body, a sphere or emanation 
particular principles or degree of life, which 
measure of united goodness and truth, derived 
its original and glorious fountain of divine lov 
wisdom, or else the same heavenly principle re 
and perverted, till at length converted to 
opposites. Finding in outward nature so bea 
a counterpart to this doctrine of spiritual sp 
we think it not fanaticism to conclude that 
founded on a truly philosophical principle. Y 
have herein given but the germ; in its fi 
development and illustration it proves its orij 
the opening mind, like the sun bursting fro: 
horizon, and gradually reaching its glorious zei 



CHAPTER V. 

^^ THE PRINCIPLE OP DEGREES, AS COMMUNICATED 
BY THE SAME FAETUFITL MESSEfTOER. 



' * are also informed, that "there are three de- 
P^^a of two kinds," viz., thi"ee degreeft of love and 
of wisdom, wliicli, flowing fi-oin their Divixie 
I ''thor, are, if we may so Byieak, " distinctly one ;" 
'he divine love nnd the divine wisdom, wluch, 
**'^Tivei-t.ib]ii into each other, and therefore eter- 
^y distinct, are yet, in tlieir source, inRe^tfwahle. 
^^^t thej are iira ineasure separated, or united in 
^»^Oii3 comhiDntiona by tlieir diffferetit recipients, 
^P^ he pi>rcHvi>d as soon as their nature is fully 
■P**e^^tood. But we mustt, for once, allow om-aelvea 
|. gratification of using the woiils of uur en- 

•j~''^Wned Ruthnr, jia none other present tLcmaelvea 
u ^^hidi we can sio concentrate hia highly iiu]ior- 
, ^ infonnation. He then dedares to us, that 
^^ree.'i are of two kiiidi, degrees of altitude and 
_ ^^^^^e8 of latitude. The knuwleiigo of degrees is, 
"■ "t were, a key to oficn tho cfitiHwa of things, and 
^T into them; without thia knowledge scarceJy 
thing of cause can be kno^wu', ?ut ^ka tiV^^i*;*. 
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Fmd BiiVijecta of both worlds, without it, appear sim- 
ple, (iH if there were Dothing iu them except of a 
nfttiire similar to wbiit ia seen with the eye, "wheuj 
nevertheless, ihia, respectively to the things which 
lie interiorly coucealed, is aa one to thou^iuids, yen, 
to iiiyriadB. The interior things which lie hid, can 
hy no meaoH^ he diBcovered, unless degrees be under' 
Btood ; for exterior things proceed to things intericKr, , 

aud those to the things which ai-e iiimoat, by de = 

green; not by continuous degre«i, but by diacrete:^^*^^^^ 
degi*eo3. The ttirm continuous degrees is applied to*'"*^" 
denote decrementa or decreaeings from more crftsss^^*^ 
tn more subtle, or from denser to raror; or rather —acj^^r 
trj denote, a& it were, the increments and increaaiiiga ^^r^^ 
from more subtle to more crass, or from rarer to'<J»^*' 
denser, like that of light ]iiT)c»cdmg to shade, or r«f^^*^^ 
he^t to cold. Bqt Jiaerete degt-eua are entu^ly ~^^^-*J'" 
thfferent, they are aa things prior, posterior, and pos- 
treme ; or as end, atuse, aud effect ; these are called 
lUacrete degrees, hecauae the prior ia by itsell', the 
pusterior by itself, and the poati-eme l>y itself; hut 
still, when taken together, they make one. The 
atmfwpheres fi-ora htgkeat tu lowest, or from the 
aim to the etirth, which are ether and air, are dis- 
crete into auch degreea; and there are sulwtancea, 
seemingly aimi>le, the congregate of these atmos- 
pheres, and iifjmu tliG congregate of these eongre- 
gatea, which, when taken together, are called 
com^wsite. Theae luat degrees are called disci 
because they exist distinctly, and are understood 
l^ degrees of altitude; but the former degrees turt. 
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ooutiuuous, because they contmiiously increaftc, and 
»re jmderstnod liy degiNx^s of latitude." 

S« liiminou!^^ to tluum wlii:) are acquainted with 

tJie whole of this vmndert'iil revelation, are the 

ilifecoverisH made to us, by thia lieaveii-iiistnict'ed 

''cn.l>e, that it 13 hard to find in common language 

fSTpreaakins in which to condense his astomahing 

'^miiiiiinicatious. Xet as TQisa.ppTelienfdonf and a, 

uatiuTiI but apjiarently ui^ibrtqjiate prejudice, hava 

herietafore clc»ied the avemiea to this exhaiistless 

■^'liiio, sonie valimble specimenft of it« conteuta may 

*^3c<rite an honest cuiiraity in some per^iiiH to es- 

J>loiv. th'See regions of ineffable wiadom^ whence 

txiey cannot fEiil of bringing into aociety Loipor- 

^^>Qt additions to their iutel]nctiial wealtlL 

-A_3 in every thing, l;KPtb in the spiiltual and natu- 

'*^J worlda, there are thjee degrees of both thefiH 

■^-itK^B, thia knowledge of degreeg ia^ indeed, in its 

' **velo]jment, illiiiatratioii, and application, a mnst 

"^"-■^portant key to treaaurea, whose inti-iiiaic valuti 

^■*iti eminent use can be known only on a tboirmgh, 

r*^tieut, wild ca.nilid exaHiinatioiL It is tliia exam- 

*'^*^ti(m whicii the writer of these pa^s dftsirea to 

**>^<luce in the hiunble and pious mind; fully oon- 

^^J^ued, that the reward will more than eounter- 

•^lance the labour. Aa there jire^ however, familiar 

^** fixerj one, many intei-eeting and striking illustra- 

'•'^^^iiB, which ate so many prools of the reality of tliis 

PHiiciple of degrees, it may be useful to pre^nt 

*'iiie of them in a point of light which will evince 
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that discrete degrees, or degrees of altitude, are 
deiived one iVrJUi anotter, ia a aeriea-lite end, cnuse, 
and effect. Let us endeavour to " illuatrnte this by 
example. It ia known by ocular experience, tliat 
each muscle in the huiiian body conaista of very 
atnull fibres, and that tlieae being disposed in fasd.- 
clea, constitute the lai^er fibres, wHeK are called 
moving fibres, and tliat fi-om. coUectiona of the 
latt.er exists tliat coiupound wliich is called a 
muBcle. It 13 the same with nervea ; in them, from 
very sniall fibres, are cftmpoaetl larger fibres, which 
api)etu- as fikmente^ and from a eoUection of these 
ifi a neo'e CDnii>oiinded. The case is the same in 
other compagiuationa, confaaciations, and oollec- 
tions, of wliich the organs and viscera couaist; for 
these are compositifins tWjin fibres and vegsela 
varioualy formed by similar degrees, The case is 
the ffljne, also, with all and every thlng^ of the 
vegetable kingdom, and all and every thing of the 
minertil kingdom ; in the different kiuda o( wood 
there oi-e comjiaginations of filaments in a threefold 
Order; in mettdg and stonfy th?j* are coTiglobationB 
of pai"ts, aljio ill a tlu-eetbld oi'der. From these 
considerations it appears wKat diacret* degrees bj«, 
viz,, tliat Hiue is formed froiu anntlietj and by me^ns 
of the other a third, which ia ciilled composite; and 
tliat I'JLcli di='gi"ee i« ■tliaci'ete from another. Meuce, 
conclusions may be; formed rtapecting those things 
which do not appear before our eyes, be*!ause tha 
caae is the aamc ^ith them as tvith the orgiinic 
(bstanceB, which are the receptacles and ha 
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tJQiia of the thuughta and afibctions in tbe bniiii; 
vritlt the atmosjiheres ; with heat ainl light, auil 
Viith love and wiadom ; for the atmoKphwres aie th*f 
rec9]iitFicie8 of heat and light, as heat ami light are 
rectptacles of love and Tvisdom; of cansequence, 
Hiioe tkei-e tu'e degrees of atmogpheres, there are 
also aniiJar degit-ies of heat and light, and similar of 
love, flBid wificlom ; for tlie ratio (jiarticnlar constitu- 
tion ami relatioTi) of tlie latter is not difffreiit from 
th&t of the former." 

lliL! KjaaouiDg. by wMch tiur respectcil Author 
coanL'cta thyse Lk-giTHes in extenijil nature with, 
their Olyrioua First Caune, is strikhiyly fuiidusdve 
and beautiiiil ; imJ not less so liitt iniportant dis- 
tiEction between the two kinds of degrees ; showing 
that mucli lieiiig already known in tlie world i-e- 
specLing continuuua degrees, or de^frees of latitude, 
his diacoveiiea., or cumuiunications respecting the 
spiritiinl wmld, were not so much connected with 
Or iiu|«!ndeiit on tln^ae, as on the explanation of dis- 
crete degrees or degrees of altitude, reajioctiiig which 
mucli giTftnter ignrn'aTice prevails. 

To oonceuti'ate and abridge, and yr-t i-endei- intel- 
Kgible, the vast maaa of informatitm contained in 
thia luminous and highly important doL-trine of 
degropH, is a woik we hardly dai* attempt, yet 
know not how to leave iinattempted. ITien? are 
nuMiy deeply interesting pi>ints in theology which 
it emljisct'w, illustrates, and enforces with iiTOsistible 
powL'i'j to whitli no language but that of tliag 
Author could do justice ; but ■wlcaiiVi ^timx i^teafetS. 
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object being professedly of a philosophical nai 
are, m a meatfui"e, extraneous to our pur^wse. ] 
ifldetcl, tiat trut; philosophy and reii3;ioii can i 
be really separated, for the foimer is derived i 
the latter, and comiiectod with it by discrete dogi 
in irther words, tme philosophy is religion exhil 
in ultimate ttfects. But as we wish hei-e to cot 
our attentioiL, in b- mtsianrej to these ejcterio; 
ultimate dcgr^s uf life, a^ tke pliiloiKjphical fmu 
tions of the New Jei-usalem C!hui"clL may W ten 
wf) will endeavour to f^vc sunie iUufitmtion of 
part of our aubjuct. " That the ultimate degn 
the (»>mplex, contineut, aud ba^a uf the prioi 
grees, appeai-a maniieatly from tlie ju'ogroHaioi 
euds and causes to elfecta; that the eHect Ib 
complex, continent, and basis of the causes and e 
may be tiom^preheudod by enlightened reason; 
aoti ao clearlyj that the end, with every thing 
longing to it, iind the cause wdth every tbin g 
longing to it, actually exiet in the effecrt, and 
the effect is the full eonipkffi of them, That 
case is ho, may iipjxac ironi what hfks beeu 
uiised, and particularly irom the folluwing cousj 
ationa^ that one ia^ from the other in a, tiipli 
Beries; and that the ofibct is nothing elstJ but 
cause in its ultimate j and forasmuch as the i 
mate ia the coiuples, it fmllows that the idtinml 
the continent and thy basis. * As to what rel 



* Here vn aeo tho rensoning, on wUdi i; foundsfl an idci, ' 
uiter expn^sged, that spiritual cstiiiteTicea canncit oporatn in est 
uftf until tlitij liuv@ tw^ii. furmod oud fu.ud li^ iin xiltiniflte OMfi 
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to love and wisdonij Iots is the end, -wisdam tin; 
iiistnimeTital cause, and use is the effect; and use 
IB the complex, continent^ and. basis of "wiadom and 
love ; and use is such a complex and such a con- 
tinent, that the whole of lore and the whole of 
wisdom iii-e actually in itj, it being the siniultaneoua 
existeDce of them. But it is well to be obseired, 
that all the things of love and ■wisdom, which mj^j 
homogt^neouEi and cuncoi-dant, exist in u.5e, fwcordiug 
tft what was ssaid and shown aboTp." 

From this doctrine it appears, tht^n, that niatttsr 

w the Cfjntiuent and basis of spiiit. The whole 

Bystem of natui-e, ".me grand wiTect, contaimng 

witliin itaclf its gloriuua caaat; and end. Dom 

Lot &M principle iMsiutii'ully harmonize with that 

"^f the Spheres, a tiiint sketch of which is given 

shove? Does it not iuif<il<.l man tn liiniself, and 

wd to man ? Does it not correspond, with the 

SfiUenil sentini«nt of the good and wise in all agea 

und nations, tliat Grr>d is in eveiy thing? 

But there ia one additional and imjK>rtant prin- 

'"iplo, the explanation of which may throw some 

fhaps needed light on. what ia advanced lihove. 

' •ome nutnuil earth ; and tliat, o£ boutm, all apg^b wid davilo 
oncb Daturul liti'uigB Uka onr&elTds. Thia BsaertioD opena an 
fiol'l >it' firpiment ; wliicli is, Luwevor, but accomplifibillg 
olijeot i.>f 111? writer. Ttns^ imr lilesaed Sbyioue "-cauie not tu 
**^d pence Ijtit a aword on llio earth." 




CHAPTER VI. 



ON THE PRINCIPLE OP C0HRE8P0NDENCE, AS 
DEVELOPED BY THE SAUE. 

To explain clearly the principle of Correspondence, 
is not, we fear, an ea^ task; but that it reallj 
exists, and is a substantial and highly important 
principle in creation, we hope to show by illus- 
tration. 

Correspondence, we may say, arises from that 
resiK)nsive emission of its individual degree of life, 
which every recipient returns to its bountifal 
Donor. It is that reflective power which receives 
and returns the image of the Great Original; which 
receipt and retm-n, though ever the same in essence, 
are infinite in degrees and in variety, according to 
their infinite source, and to their recipient subjects; 
thus combining eternal unity with illimitable diver- 
sity. We have said above, that the heat and light 
flowing from the sun of heaven, the glorious sphere 
ever emanating from the Supreme Being, or the 
Divine Proceeding, called in Scripture the Holy 
Spirit, is, in its essence, divine love, clothed in 
divine wisdom, for heat is within light. This 
blessed Spirit, this heavenly Sun, has, in forming 



■nan, prepared two receptacles for itself, which are 
•he will and the imderstantling ; the will rtceivos 
*hc Bpiritiiia) heat of the divine lovi:, thy ujidcrytaud- 
Sng the spiritual light of divine wiadam, Tlieae 
Teceptactea conatitnte the soiil of man. When iilled 
\ty the reception of the Holy Spii'it, and thus rea- 
dered active, they constitute the perfect, the etenia.1 
life of mflj). &it thut they may be biT}ught into 
Bctitiu m this woi'ltl fif iiltimates, si^mething more 
is neoesssiy tlian the mere will and imderstaiiding, 
br they can net only in or^aized forma. So far, 
hey are only apiritiiid fomiH, and cau opemte only 
n the ejiiritiuil world or region, nor indeed even 
here, until they have been fixed and ultimated in 
External nature. They nmst End their oorrcspond- 
iat recejjtacles in thia natural world, by wliicli 
ihey can operate hei¥, befoit they have power to 
levelop thenmelvea in external net. In the heart 
iDid lungs of the human material btxly, thc^ find 
tlua jx'i-fect com'siKtndeuce. As, liowever, it is 
rell known thnt hnmim lil'c haj* Its origin in the 
mhi, We will quote some passages from ouj' auttot, 
[llistmtive of this fact in anatomy, 

" That the life of man, in ite principles, ia in th*» 
euins, and in its principiatea in the body. In it»^ 
ndnciplea is in its WginningB, and in its principiates 
I in tht-' (Mirte produced jind formed ftoDi its begin- 
aagu; and by life (which is the epijit of God) in 
tft principles, ia meant the will and the undertitand- 
Dg. Tlieso two aro what in the brains are in their 
nndples, and in tho body m 'OCvea Yw\<i».V3»^«* 
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That the piineipleB or beginningB of man^s life axe 
in the brains^ is manifeirt, — 1. From the sense itself, 
in tliat when a man ajijilies his miud to any thing- 
and thinks, lie perceives that he thinks in the brain; 
he draws inwardly, as it were, his eyesight, and 
keeps his foreh(5ad inteii.'ie, and perceives tliftt there 
is inwardly a spcPidatinu, chiefly within the foi^e- 
head and somewhat above. 2, From the ftirmution 
of ma,n in the vt'omb, in tliat tlii3 brains or the head 
is the fii'st, and that this, for a long tjme afterwards, 
ia larger ttan the body, 3, That the keud is abgrre 
and the body below; and it is acwjrding to ordesp, 
that suppriorR sliould act upon inferiors, aiid not 
vice vErsa. 4. Tluit when the brain is hiu^ either 
in the womb, or by a •wound or by disiesLse or by 
too giTat ajriplication, thmight is debilitated and 
sometimes the toiud hs deliiious. 5. Thut all the 
external senses of the body, wIdcL are the Bight, the 
henrlDg, the euiell and taste, together with the 
general Bense which ia the feeling, as also the 
speech, are ia the anterior fiart of the head, which 
is called the face, and have immediate ccimmunioft- 
tion with the brain, and derive thence their senai- 
tive find active Hfe. 6. Henca it is that the afiec- 
tiona, which ai-e of love, appear in a ceiiain image 
in the face, ami that the thoughts, which are of 
wisdmtu, iippear in a eeitain light in the eyea." It 
appears, then, that the hrain is the immediate re- 
ceptacle of man's first piinciplt^, which ai*e the ■svill 
and the underatandiiig ; and theae the inunediate 
receptacles of life, which is the Spirit of Gcd, or 
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love and wisdom. These first principlea, the will 
and the unciers tan ding, iire from the brain diffused 
tlirougli the wh<ile lnnly. 

We will "now endeavour to show, '• that there i& 
a con ■espon deuce of all things of the mind with all 
tilings of the body. Thin m new, because it haa 
not heret^jfore been known, hy reason that it was 
not known what spiritual iSj and whtit is its diifer- 
encG fixim natural, and thtirefore it waa not known 
wha,t corTcapomdence is; for there is a coireapond- 
ence of spiritual thingH -with natural thinga, and 
by it a conjunctioii of them. It ia said, that here- 
tofore it was not known what apjritual jfi, and what 
ilscoixespiiudence is with natural, and consequently 
what currespoudcncc is— hut still both might have 
heen kno\¥tL Who does not know that affection 
and thoiight are spiritual, and thenct; tbut all thlugs 
of affection and thonght are apii'ituaL 1 Who does 
Hot know that action and speech are natwralj and 
t-tence tliat all things nf action and Rpeeeh are 
Hiitiii'alJ Wlio docs not know that affection and 
tlnaiight, which are spiritual, cause a man to act 
4iid speak i Who may not thence know what 
Oon-espondeiico is, of things spiritual with things 
tlattu-al ! Does not tho\iglit cause the tongue to 
Sjieak ; and affection together with thought caiiae 
tLe body to acti Thoy ai-o two distinct things: I 
caji thinli and not speak, I cau will and not act; 
and it is knott-n tliat the body does not think and 
H-ill, but that the thought fiille into ajweeb,, and the 
^rill into action. Doob not affection, shine forth In. 
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the face, and present therein a type of itself. TkiH 
every one knows. la not the afifection, confiidered 
in itself spiritnal, and the changes of the face, which 
axe alao called the countenaace, natural ? Who 
might not theiicc havu concluded that there ia a cor- 
respondence, and conaequcutly that there ia corres- 
pondence of ail things of the mind with bM tldugH 
qf the Lddy? And foraemuch as all thiuga of the 
mind have I'elation to afiection and thought, ot 
what ia the same, to tlie will and the underatand- 
itig, and all things of the body to the heart aad the 
lunge, that there ia a correspondence of the will 
with the heart, and of the understanding with the 
lungs. That tmch thinga hav^ not heen known, 
although they might have hcen known, ia by reason, 
tliat man was become an external, that he would 
acknowledge nothing but whtit was natural. This 
the delight of his love (or the delight of liis 
irt), and thence the delight of hin amJerstanding'; 
wherefore to elevate his thoughts above the natural 
principle to any thing sjiiritnal sfparate from the 
natural, was unpleasant to him; therefore he could 
not think otherwifie from his natural lovo and de- 

ligllt, tlian that the spiritual piinciple Tvaa a purer 
natural pi-inciple, mid that corwajjondenee waa a 
somewhat flowing in by continuity, yea,, the mere 
natural man cannot think any thing sepai"ate fwjiii 
wliat is nat-ural, this to him being nothing, A 
ferther reason why these thinga have not heretofore 
been seen and known, ia because all thinga of reli- 
gion, which ai-e called apiritual, have been removed 
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out of the sight of man by this dogma rceoivcd iu 
the whole OhriBtiaii world^ that ttmga theological, 
■which are sjiiritual, and wliich the caunciU and 
leadere of the church have concludtid ajwu, are 
blindly to be lx:lievi'fl, becauae, say they, tlu^ tran- 
scend the imtlerstandiiig." " The corresiKindenoe of 
the will aud thi.^ uuduiiittiindiiig with the ht^rt atid 
the; luogs caiin<:it be nakedly cunfii-med, that is, by 
things ratianal aloQL\ but they may by effects; the 
case herein is similur um with the c&uaes of thinga; 
those, iudtMjd, may be sccu rationiilly, but not clear- 
ly, exoept by effectHj fur the cau&ea are in the effeeta 
Hiui givo thanselvf-s to be sfeitiu th-iiiugh them; 
neither does tho min d, bt€ore seeing effects^ coniii'm 
itself coucemlng causes : the effects of thia corres- 
pondence shall be delivered in what followa." 

To iiccoiopany ouf Author through these various 
effecta^ by which alone Ms doctrine can be folly 
proved aud enforced, would requii'B that deep in- 
terest ill the subjtct, which they only who know 
its importance could be expected to feeL But na 
ftome few atrikiiig illustrations of the operations of 
the principle in general may be selected, we will 
endeavour to jiei^brui this aervieo. Though we 
liftve, in the above quotatiouaj attempted to show 
the existence of the piineiple of corresptindeiice iu 
its particular operation between tlie aoul and body 
of man; yet, as hinted previously to these quota- 
^ns, ita origin is in the Supreme Eeing, thence 
descending and forming the conjuuctive jx)wer, 
througk the various dte^eea of altitude, Ixolu. Hia 
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Divine Head t-o the feet or extreme of creation, 

tlie natunil earths, aaicl in Sci-ipture to be " God's 
footet<»ol -*' which extreme is forever protiwrting, 
that ia, beings ia the nattiral worlds are for^Tcr 
mcruiishig in uuinhtT, iii correspondence with the 
etc'i'Uttl eminmtion of (liWue love irom its glori^nm 
fountain. Our Author hJmeeJf has somewhere an 
obserYution to this effect, tliat particulars arc BO 

namcrcius and *:■ various, as sometitues to confuse 

the mind ; and th^t it is therefore occtLsioilitlly 
htitt^T to oxpiaiii fi subject by univofsals oidy, luav- 
mg the particnlai's of those iiniveraaU to eomu more 
appni])riate opj^wirtunity. Ftir it ie an imi-tftrtsint 
truth among t!!K>3e unfolded by Emtimiel ii^wedeU' 
boig, that the Divine is the same iii the grt^^test or 
moat compreheaaive, axul in the moBt minute [lurti- 
ouhir of the creation ; mid tliis ia Burt'ly ctiiisistent 
with the perception of every pinua and reflecting 
mindt which acknowledges the same blcsewl hand tts 
fully ill the leiii' of a plunt aa in the stany honvena. 
Thei-e can be no corre9jiondenL*e in the crs-ation 
more tleuply intereating to miui, than that which 
subsists between the Omnipotent Creator and him- 
self. Yet that ttiere is such a correBpoadetit^e ia 
generally proved by the aeknowledgment of the 
wiwi and goml, that "in Him we live, move, and 
have our being;" that "fixfm Him eomcth down 
every good and pedVct gift;" aod that to Him is 
due fri-im mau all the gratitude, obedience, and love 
of loyal aubjeeta to their true and puj-feat K-ing. 
But, of even this very general view of the corrc«- 
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pondence of man with the Deity, little we believe 
is realty understood. We acknowledge, indeed, the 
tmth, that "in God we live, move, and have our 
being;" but this acknowledgment is made not so 
much because we see with the understanding that 
it is so, as because we perceive that we cannot up- 
hold ourselves in life or health, or without divine 
aid procure for ourselves those things which are 
requisite for our support. But we will endeavour 
to show, by the clear light of reason, that the 
thing is really as piety teaches us to believe. We 
have somewhere before glanced at the primary 
and important truth, that God is in form a Man. 
On a clear and decided perception of this truth so 
much depends, that we cannot proceed without 
endeavouring to illustrate it in the language of our 
excellent Author : 

" Of how great importance it is to have a juat 
idea of God, may appear ft-om this consideration, 
that the idea of God constitutes the inmost thought 
of all those who have any religion, for all things of 
religion and divine woi'sliip have respect to God ; 
and inasmuch as G!od is universally and particularly 
in all things of reHgion and worship, therefore un- 
less it be a just idea of God, no communication can 
be given with the heavens : hence it is, that in the 
spiritual world every nation has its place accord- 
ing to its idea of God as Man for in this and in 
no other is the idea of the Lord. That the state of 
every man's life after death is according to the idea 
of God which he has confirmed in himself, appears 
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manifestly from the raverae of the propnsitioD, viz., 
that the negation of Gofi constitnteH hell, aiifl in 
the Cluistiau world, the negation of tlie Lord's 
Divinity." It is fai-tlier asserted and moiaHy 
proved, '* tliat to hs, and to exiatj in Gfod-Man are 
(liatiiietiy one. WLerc tlicrc is an esHeace, tliei-e is 
also au exiBtence : one ia not possible witbaut the 
otliPr; for essence is by or in eiistencef mid not 
without it. This th.e ratiunal compnahenda, when 
it thinks whuthor thei-e can be any esssenee which 
does not exist, and Tfhether there can he itny uxia- 
teiucM^ bnt £n>m au essence; and inasmuch a& one 
osists T»ith and not withotit the other, it follaws 
that they are one, but iKstinctly one. Tliey are 
distinctly one, aa ia the case with love and wisdom ; 
for love 13 essence, and wisdom existeni», iiiaamnch 
?iit love does not exist but in wisdom, nor wisdom 
but from love; wht^refure when love ia in wisdom, 
then it exists. These two arc auch an one, that 
tliey amy be distingmshed, indeed, in thought, but 
not in Adtj iLiid inasmuch as they may be distin- 
^pji^hed in thought liut not in iict, thei^efore it is 
Hftid they are distinctly one. E&^euce and existence 
in God-Man are also diatinctly one as S(jul and 
l>odyj 80wl does not eiist without its hody, nor 
budy without ita aoiil. It is the divine soul af Grod- 
Man which ia imderstood by the divine e&aenoe, 
and the divine body which is understood by the 
divine existence. That a soul can exist witljout a 
body, and exerciso thoitght and wisdom, ia au error 
proceeding from fallacies j for eveiy soul of man ib 
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in a spiritual todj^, which fully appears after it has 
put oti" its niateiial ct>veriug, which it earned about 
with it in the world. — -The reaaort why un. eaneacB 
ia not an eaaeuce imlesa it existSj is, because it is 
not Iiefcire in a formj B-ud that ivhich is not in a 
form has nnt a quality, ajiil that which has not 
a quality, ia not any tiling. That which existe 
&om a,n eaeence makes one with the essence, by 
reason that it ia from tins ft^iatL'Uce ; lienoe there is 
an uniting into one, and honce it is that one ie 
the othui-s mutually am] reciprocally, also, that 
one ia all in all, in the other as in ita«tf. — 
Hence tt may apjtear, that GiA ia [necessarily in a 
form and consequently] a Man, and thereby He ia 
a Gfld existing, not exiating J'lwn HiruBelf, but m 
Kinifl elf. He who esiata in. Himself, is God, from 
whom all thiugK ai-e," The ruaaon given, in another 
part of thfeG works, why God exista in the human 
foTDi, in pTefiJFonce to every other, is, that the 
human ia, in tinith, the most perfect of all forma, 
uniting in itself tlm highe.4t possible i*riect4ona of 
rU possible fonna. The coiTeg]>ondence of man, 
tihen, with his Maker, in this most gloriouB of all 
formK, must constitute the ground of his highent 
excellcnco, the periectiou of his boiug. Thus in. 
God, in His form, in Hia spirit, we verily do "live, 
move, and have our l«ing f that "from Him cometh 
down ev^ery good and pei-fect gift," is jiroved in tlie 
poHition, '■•that there ia one. God-Man from whom 
all things ai-o., and in whcon infinite things are dis- 
tinctly one," 
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^^P To trace this beautiful oad strikiug corrcspoud- 
^^ ence tliroiigh tlie oiuooraufl and viirloua particu- 
lars of the essence and exiatcitco of man, w^iuld be, 
kto ourselves, a mo,'?t delightful task, but to our 
readers, jiei-haps* a "wearisome one ; we will thei-e- 
fore endeavoui" to conclude the sketch, which we 
doBired tt) give of the philosiiphical jTriiicipIea of 
tlic New JeruBalem Chuix'rli, by one more iUuBtra- 
tiua of tlie principle of correBpondeuce, di-awn from 
" its ftxiKt*nce and operatjon in tlie Word of Grod, 
^^ or Huly Scfiptures. 

^^^ That the long and unintemiptei) pnsseKsion of a 
^^ Wesaing, ia apt to render us innensibhi to its real 
[ imd full woi"t-h, though doubtleaa atrit-e obserration, 
is not the h-as tnie; and it is, we fear^ but twn 
applicable to our CHt^mation of that trulj' heavenly 
treasure, that "pearl of gi-eat prioe," which we 
piifiseiss ill the: l.viesSeil Scripture.8, 

It hsi», we eoncm-e, become extremply ol»&ou 
and even doubtful, in the present age, to the 
learned and enlightc-Ded minds, how jind in wT 
sense the Scriptures are the Word of Qod. They 
tind themsflves, apparently, liecesHitated to reject, 
first one p^rt and then another, and at length query 
in what imrt, iind in what loaminr ita sanctity esists. 
This is, we cannot doubts a nei;eiasaiy ctkuseq«en' 
of the mi>api>i'eheuaion which too gentrally p 
vailB reBjiecting ita Divine Author, Wei-e it 
heart acknowledged, that the Supreme Being 
indeed, our own perfect Prutotype, tlnia sen 
forthj by divine speech, His huly will, ft great p«rt 



whft^^ 
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of the difficulty would vanish. Were it farther 
understooil that the word of (livine truth, delivered 
in the hiiavens, muBt descend by degrees to tlie 
varioiLS intclljriicncea of the celestial and spirituid 
regions, and tliiia be jireparml, by correnijondsnce, 
to meet itj* less DOid lens perfect recijiieiita ; we 
sLouid also p-jiueive, tliat when it appears in ulti- 
mate, matciial natxQ'c, it must he so veiled and 
obscured hy the gi'osanesa of ita tiiial veiliicle, aa tu 
render its original and divine exeelli-nce tdmuEjt 
impcrcc|)tible, Wv should then, too, ejifdly coin' 
prehund why we accordingly find the eicternal 
W^Ol-d in tliid ohseiuvd and darkened Btate, ex- 
liibiting only here and thorn glimpses, as it were, 
of ite internal efflilgence. Aa it ia believed, how- 
ever, that man is tbruied with a. capacity to rise on 
the aca]« of being in endless progi-ession. and tlmt 
liijj ajiiiitiial existence and i^ubsistence is and can 
be tdonu from the source or Word of divine truth, — 
it im^y well be conceived, that that gloidous "Woi-d 
tO-uat he fonnLid tti accompany and auppcji't him in 
this upward prognose ; that ii" hia spiritual biilh 
tBikes place, and hi» growth continues to such a. 
degi-pe, that the "sincere milk of the W^ord" be 
not EniiEciently nutritious for him, in that Woiii 
shall j^nrely be fouud the stronger "meat and drink 
indeodj" which shall auatain and still continue to 
nonriiab him in that spirituiil growth. "We uni- 
versally fin<l, that diildren, in tliia natural world, 
are taught and led hy appeanmces. They at first 
inutjjine that, like themselves, every thiii^ Una life. 
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and feeling; and as tfaej advance in age^ thme ap~ 
pearances^ whicli we find variifiTiRly useful in bring- 
ing forward tlie powers uf tlie mind, are gradiiaily 
disaipated, and leave them in perdition of the 
real ti-utli. Thus the spiritual life of man ia formed 
fLrs.t hy apixiaiuuces of tnith in tht mitiiral or literal 
sense of the ScHptures ; wkicli, how<;vei-, ia bi-okea, 
desiiltoty, and eometiiniis enigmaticaL, Uiflt tliis 
growing mind may he excited to search deep anil 
niuru de«j>ly. 

Above, Or thruugh tlie merely Uteiul sense, ia 
genei-ally perceived, by the reflecting mind, a more 
rational and refined meaning or ti-ain of aentiment, 
from^ which spring tlie innumerable variety of doo- 
trinoB, or diJferent combinationB of tenets, which 
form tlie various eects tliat have tillijd the reKgiouB 
world. This variety of coiiirtniction must probably 
continue, in conformity to the diffeitjnt views of 
majakind, till the litt'iul or external sense is uni- 
vei-aally found and Ijelievud to be only the tiatuinl 
covering or body, containing it soul or spirit, accoi-d- 
ing to the inforniafeion of oiir blasaod Saviour: 
" Hear niy w^orda, for they are spiidt and they are 
life." The B|iirituai aense of the Scriphn-eg, bow* 
*rver, far from treating of the illuffoiy and cbangiug 
Bcenes and objects of this momentaiy existence (»a 
the literal aenae surely does), opens, unfolds, and 
explains the formation, birth, and m^ode of esistPn(» 
of tht! apifitual nian, the true chiu-ch of Ck)d ; 
wliich, together witli the jirogi-esa of this spiritual 
man through the states of infancy and childhood to 
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nmturity, is nothing lesa than the regeneration or 
new birth and lifu, which oni- ^viour infonas us, 
io litei-al language, mu-Tt take place in every indi- 
vidual, bejore he can aee the kmgdom of heaven. 
Thus this Fpiritual sense of the "Woi-d feeds the 
hungry ajid Ratisfies the thiifsty soul, with the 
heavenly food and tlrinJi: of etemul Me, the knaw- 
ledge and power to pi-actiso goodnesa in truth. 
Ever thuB enljurging the views and exalting the 
mind, by instructing it in the aiibHtautial princi- 
ples of spiritual wisdom, its wonders and delights 
have "not entered, into the heart of the merely 
uati^ral, man to coaceive ;" but with an indistinct 
hope of which, the tiidy pious mind haa been fuid 
ever will be supported a,nd npheldj through the 
Boul-searching Moues of this probationary state. 
Aa tniths are, then, we conceive, a foundation, 
"sure and frteadfast as their source, the Rock of 
AgKH,'" it cannot, we think, but be evident to every 
reflecting mind, that in the knowledge and use of 
the glorioiis ti'utha and goods, thus opened and un- 
folded to the strengthened aonl, it shall find that 
tKilid and never fiuling foundation for its everkisting 
hupu and truat. 

Tliat there ai-e contained, then, in the holy Word, 
d^ree.y of dii-rine truth, the spiiitual within, and 
entirely tlistinct ftxim, the natnral, as the soul is with- 
ia, and distinct ii'oni, the body of ina.n j and within 
the spij-itnal, the still more ptrfeet, the celestial 
degree, treating entirely of the deacent of our Lord 
into ultimate nature, and His ascent thence tn ^^Sfc 
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original glory, corresponding with tlie degrees of 
altitude in creation : that all these things may be, 
is surely conceivable; — ^that they really are, ■will, 
we believe, be found by every one who truly seeks 
with a willing and teachable mind. 

One thing, however, remains 'to be said, whit^ 
we consider highly important. As in the glorious 
first cause there is a holy union of divine love and 
divine wisdom, which exist for ever distinctly one, 
so, in the holy Word there is a correspondent and 
eternal union of goodness and truth. There is also 
in man the correspondent and indissoluble union of 
male and female; — the mascidine principle more 
especially corresponding with trath, the ojG^ring 
of divine wisdom, — the feminine principle more 
especially corresponding with good, springing from 
divine love. Now, as in mankind, the particular 
receptacle for the light of divine truth is the 
understanding, and that for the heat of divine We 
is the will; so the male is formed to excel his 
partner in the depai-tment of the understanding 
and consequent reception of divine wisdom; and 
the female to be distinguished by the predominance 
of the love of wisdom as existing in the male. 
Thus, if the writer has herein given but an obscure 
and very imperfect sketch of the philosophical prin- 
cii)les, whicli form the basis of a glorious system of 
divine truth, — it is, that its heavenly image has been 
received in the wai-mth of the heart rather than in 
the light of the understanding ; and that to be fully 
illusti-.ited, it must be transfused from the feminine 
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heart into the mascuHne understanding, thence to 
be made manifest in the light of true wisdom. 

It may, perhaps, be a subject of painful specula- 
tion to some pious minds, should any such think 
fit to peruse this little work, how and in what 
manner the Christian church (which is acknow- 
ledged to have been a true church of God) can be 
intermingled with, as it were, and foim a part of 
the superstructure of the Kew Jerusalem Church. 
Should the author have been so happy as to have 
excited sufficient interest in the pubhc mind to in- 
duce a more general inquiry after the writings in 
question, such a doubt would, by their perusal, be 
easily and immediately dissipated. But lest that 
should not be the happy result, it may be observed, 
that as every true man, every sincere lover of God 
and his neighbour, in heart and practice, is, in him- 
self, an individual church, a holy temple, in which 
his God delighteth to dwell; — so, we cannot doubt, 
irill every such real Christian find himself gradually 
Iffepared for a reception of the superior degrees of 
divine love and wisdom, now granted to man, in 
tiiis new and glorious dispensation, and thus be- 
come a precious stone in the heavenly building. 
Kay many such be daUy added ; and find abundant 
KMou to join the writer in ascribing gloiy and 
hntOBT, dominion and power, unto Him who sitteth 
Ott liie throne, to the Lamb for ever and ever ! 

THE END. 
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